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SUBJECT: POLITICAL PARTIES CALL FOR FREE ELECTIONS AND CONSTITUTIONAL 
ITY 

REF: TEGUCIGALPA 3237 

BEGIN SUMMARY. THE NATIONALIST AND LIBERAL PARTIES ARE 
WORKING TOGETHER IN PLANNING AND ORGANIZING MEETINGS TO DEMAND 
A RETURN TO FREE ELECTIONS AND CONSTITUTIONALITY. THE LATEST 
EVIDENCE OF THE ARRANGEMENTS WAS THE MEETINGS HELD IN SAN PEDRO 
SULA ON THE WEEKEND OF AUGUST 2-3 IN WHICH THE GOVERNMENT 
WAS SEVERLY CONDEMNED. THE PARTIES BELIEVE THAT SUCH 
PRESSURE WILL BE A FACTOR IN THE EVENTUAL DECISION OF THE 
MILITARY GOVERNMENT TO TURN OVER POWER TO A CIVILIAN REGIME. 

THE EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT THE GOVERNMENT MAY REPRESS SUCH 
ACTIVITIES IF THEY SEEM TO BE CREATING FURTHER DIFFICULTIES 
IN AN ALREADY DIFFICULT SITUATION. END SUMMARY. 

1. ON JULY 31 THE MINISTER OF GOVERNMENT AND JUSTICE, COLONEL 
ALONSO FLORES GUERRA. CALLED IN JOSE PINEDA GOMEZ AND RAF ART, 
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BARD ALES BUESO, PRESIDENTS OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEES OF THE 
LIVERAL AND NATIONALIST PARTIES RESPECTIVELY. FLORES HAD BEEN 
INFORMED OF LIBERAL-NATIONALIST PLANS TO HOLD A MEETING IN SAN 
PEDRO SULA TO CALL FOR FREE ELECTIONS AND A RETURN TO CONSTITU- 
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TIONALITY. FLORES SAID HE HAD CALLED IN THE PARTY LEADERS TO 
PERSUADE THEM NOT TO HOLD THE MEETINGS BECAUSE HE BELIEVED THE 
MEETINGS WOULD FURTHER WORSEN THE DIFFICULT SITUATION. HE 
SAID HE WAS TRYING TO USE PERSUASION BECAUSE THE GOVERNMENT DID 
NOT "TRY TO IMPOSE COERCIVE MEASURES IN THIS DAY AND AGE." 

2. PINEDA AND BARDALES WERE NOT PERSUADED AND ANNOUNCED THE 
MEETINGS WOULD PROCEED AS PLANNED. IN A SUBSEQUENT PRESS INTER- 
VIEW PINEDA STATED THAT THE PARTIES WERE NOT STIMULATING A 
SUBVERSIVE MOVEMENT, BUT WERE MERELY CARRYING ON A "CIVIC 
CAMPAIGN". HE SAID THE CAMPAIGN WOULD BE CARRIED ON WITHIN 
THE CONTEXT OF THE APRIL 22 ARMED FORCES COMMUNIQUE WHICH 
STATED THAT THERE WOULD BE A RETURN TO CONSTITUTIONALITY 
WHEN THE COUNTRY IS READY. 

3. A MEETING WAS HELD ON AUGUST 2 IN SAN PEDRO SULA BETWEEN 
LEADING NATIONALISTS AND LIBERALS TO AGREE UPON A STRATEGY TO 
FOLLOW IN THE FUTURE. ON AUGUST 3 MODESTO RODAS ALVARADO, 

LEADER OF THE LIBERAL PARTY. ADDRESSED A PUBLIC DEMONSTRATION 
OF SEVERAL THOUSAND LIBERAL AND NATIONALIST PARTY SUPPORTERS 
IN THE SAME CITY. HE AND OTHER SPEAKERS SEVERLY CRITICIZED 

THE FAILURE AND INEPTITUDE OF THE MILITARY REGIME, AND DEMANDED 
A RETURN TO CONSTITUTIONALITY AND FREE ELECTIONS. THE MEETING 
REAFFIRMED A JULY 25 COMMUNIQUE OF THE LIBERAL CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
WHICH ORDERED AN IMMEDIATE MOBILIZATION OF ALL PARTY MEMBERS 
TO DEMAND THE FOLLOWING: 

(A) THE PROMPT SETTING OF A SPECIFIC DATE TO CARRY OUT GENERAL 
ELECTIONS; AND 

(B) THE PREPARATION OF AN ELECTORAL PLAN TO ALLOW ALL POLITICAL 
FORCES TO PARTICIPATE IN THE ELECTIONS. 

4. THE DEMOCRATIC LEFT FACTION OF THE LIBERAL PARTY HEADED 
BY CARLOS ROBERTO RF.TNA AND JORGE BUESO ARIAS DID NOT 
PARTICIPATE IN THE ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN THE TWO PARTIES OR 
IN THE MEETINGS. THEY HAVE NOT DONE SO BECAUSE THEY BELIEVE TH 
LT. COLONELS WILL NOT ALLOW A RETURN TO POWER BY THE POLITICAL 
PARTIES IF RICARDO ZUNIGA AUGUSTINUS. LEADER OF THE NATIONALIST 
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PARTY, AND RODAS ARE IN CONTROL. FURTHERMORE, THEY BELIEVE 
THAT THE GENERALLY RIGHTIST SOCIO-ECONOMIC POSITIONS OF 
ZUNIGA AND RODAS ARE NOT ADEQUATE TO CONFRONT THE COUNTRY'S 
PROBLEMS. 

5. THE PARTIES HAD SENT A JOINT LETTER TO CHIEF OF STATE 
MELGAR ON JULY 23 BUT RECEIVED NO REPLY. THEY SENT A 
SUBSEQUENT LETTER AFTER THE MEETING WITH FLORES AGAIN REQUESTING 
THE INITIATION OF A DIALOGUE. THE LETTERS POINTED OUT THAT A 
FAILURE TO HOLD SUCH CONVERSATIONS WOULD DEPRIVE THE COUNTRY 
OF AN OPPORTUNITY TO HELP RESOLVE ITS DIFFICULTIES. 

6. COMMENT: ZUNIGA AND RODAS HAVE ESTABLISHED A WORKING 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO PARTIES. THERE HAVE BEENPRIOR 
JOINT DECLARATIONS BUT LITTLE IN THE WAY OF JOINT MEETINGS OR 
BROADLY BASED PLANNING SESSIONS. THEY REMAIN POLITICAL 
OPPONENTS IN TERMS OF AN EVENTUAL ELECTORAL STRUGGLE BUT ARE 
UNITED IN STRIVING TO ACHIEVE SUCH AN ELECTORAL SITUATION. 

7. THE PARTIES ARE DETERMINED TO PRESS FORWARD WITH THEIR 
COUNTRY WIDE ORGANIZING EFFORTS UNLESS THE ARMED FORCES GIVE 
THEM A DIRECT ORDER TO STOP SUCH ACITIVITY. CLEARLY THEY ARE 
NOT GOING TO BE TURNED ASIDE BY THE TYPE OF "FRIENDLY 
PERSUASION" THAT MINGOV FLORES WAS TRYING TO EXERT. AT PRESENT. 
THE NATIONALISTS ARE PLANNING TO HOLD A MEETING IN CHOLUTECA 
AND THE LIBERALS IN DANLI TO REPEAT THE PROCESS THEY FOLLOWED 
IN SAN PEDRO SULA IN ORDER TO CONTINUE THE PRESSURE. THE 
EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT A CONTINUATION OF SUCH TACTICS MAY WELL 
INVITE A GOVERNMENT PROHIBITION AGAINST PUBLIC ACTIVITIES IF 
THE MEETINGS APPEAR TO BE ADDING TO THE DIFFICULTIES THE 
REGIME IS TRYING TO DEAL WITH. 

SANCHEZ 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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